
O C T O B E R  N E W S L E T T E R

A NOTE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
THE FIRST NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR! I HOPE YOU ALL HAD A LOVELY SUMMER

BREAK EVEN IF IT SEEMS LIKE A DISTANT MEMORY.
THE CHILDREN ALL SEEM SETTLED AND ENGAGED WHEN I WANDER INTO LESSONS, AND

THEY ARE ALWAYS KEEN TO TELL ME WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING. IT WAS GREAT TO SEE THIS
WAS CAPTURED IN OUR RECENT OFSTED REPORT, WE REALLY DO FEEL THEY UNDERSTOOD

WHAT IS TRULY SPECIAL ABOUT BEING PART OF BLADON SCHOOL.

School lunches
I would like to apologise for any issues

you have had or are still having
regarding booking school lunches.

Although it appears to be yet another
system, it is all done via ParentPay just
different apps for clubs and lunches.
There are two main reasons why we
made the change. Firstly, you know

your child best and what they will enjoy.
We were creating quite a lot of food
waste because children didn’t always

like the option they chose in the
mornings. This way you can pick things

you know your child will eat. Secondly, it
used to take at least an hour every day

to input each child’s individual lunch
choice. The new system will enable us
to run reports off in minutes and save

valuable staff time in the mornings.
I understand how frustrating it must be

and I know the system isn’t very user
friendly, but I hope, once we’ve solved

some of these teething problems, it
becomes a simpler process for

everyone.

PE and after-school sports
We have been really impressed with our new sports coaches and the lessons and clubs

they are providing. Thank you to those of you who have given us feedback too, it’s helpful
to know your views and what the children have been telling you. It is great to see so many

children taking advantage of the free lunchtime sports clubs and paying to attend the
after-school sports activities. They will use the Astro pitch most of the year in almost all
weathers so please make sure your child has a coat in school on PE days and they may

prefer waterproof tracksuit trousers in winter months. Your child may want a spare pair
of shoes in their school bag for rainy days too.

Our main coach is Chloe, and she is in school on all four days. She is then accompanied by
Millie on Mondays, George on Tuesdays and Becky on Thursdays. Chloe will be helping us

with some of the partnership sports competitions and there is also an Elite Sports
competition in December that we are hoping to attend.

After-school sports after October half-term will be:
· Monday – Netball – Years 4-6
· Tuesdays – Netball - Years 1-3

· Thursdays - Multi-sports - Years 1-6.
 The multi-sports club alternates the sport each week so they will do soft archery, ultimate

frisbee, dance, gymnastics, golf and tennis through each term.
These can all be booked on Schoolcomms and you pay for the term.

The free lunchtime clubs after October half-term will be:
· Mondays – Football – Year 5
· Tuesdays – Netball – Year 4

· Wednesdays – Dodgeball – Year 3
· Fridays – Dance – Year 2

Adventure playground
We have had quotes for replacing our

adventure playground including a
replacement surface – so no more
bark! The designs are amazing and
incorporate ideas from our school
council. As you can imagine, a full

replacement with new equipment isn’t
cheap, so we have been in touch with

Blenheim Palace and FOBS and are
hopeful that they can help us with

funding. Fingers crossed we get
confirmation soon that we’re good to

go and can begin construction!

Coffee mornings
Thank you to everyone who attended

the Macmillan Coffee Morning that
Orchard Class hosted and to those
who donated cakes and biscuits. A
special mention to Bay and Scarlett
for their fantastic coffee and comics
stall too. The year 6 children did a

fantastic job and we raised £167.89!
Our school mental health team

comprising of Mrs Horn (our home-
school link worker and SENCO TA),

Mrs Rawstorne (our ELSA) and parent
Governor Emma Verity, are aiming to
do a regular 'tea and chat' morning

(possibly once every half term) as an
opportunity for parents and carers to
meet and have a catch up, as well as

a chance for them to speak to
members of the school team.

It is a free event but obviously if
anyone would like to bring cake, they

are more than welcome!
The first one is Friday 20th October
(last day of term) from 8.30-9.15 in

the hall.

October Dates 
11th – Harvest festival 2:15pm 
16th & 19th – Parents evening 

20th – Mental health coffee morning
 20th – End of term 3pm

 23rd-27th – HALF TERM 30th – INSET day 
31st – Back to school

Flourish as a family in the fullness of life. Feed the Mind; free the Imagination.
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