vy —~~— 9

Bladon C of E Primary School

Flourish as a family in the fullness of life. Feed the Mind; free the Imagination

February Newsletter

Childrens Mental Health Week

This week is children’s mental health week. The charity Place2Be launched the mental health
awareness week in 2015 to empower, equip and give a voice to every child in the UK. We
launched the week with an assembly where we discussed children’s rights written in the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and focused on the right to an opinion and for it to be
listened to and taken seriously. We talked about how sometimes we can use our voice to make a
difference in the world, big or small and how teamwork can make big things happen. The classes
then voted on a change they wanted to make in school, they had two options, either the
opportunity to have an indoor break with games once a week or a ‘time to talk’ breaktime where
an adult would be available for anyone who wants to talk about anything worrying them. 75
children voted for the indoor games option and 20 voted for a time to talk. The staff will now
make sure their voices are heard and make that change!

Varied Vocabulary!

As you may remember, one of our school
development focuses for this year is to develop
children’s understanding and use of
vocabulary. Research has shown that poor
vocabulary for some children means that they
can’t access the curriculum fully and so don’t
make the progress needed. Being in a word-
poor context at a young age can have far-
reaching negative consequences for our
children. We have introduced a ‘word of the
week’ in each class and | know some children
have been then explaining the word to families
at home. Staff are working on a display of our
favourite words, maybe you have a favourite
word you could tell your child about? Or try a
word game at home like this one:
Describe it!
Take a look at www.pobble365.com and look at
the amazing images. Choose a picture and talk
about it in turn. Support your child by taking in
turns to talk about all the things you can see,
how the picture makes you feel, what might
someone be thinking, what might happen next,
how someone or something is moving, what
might someone say or what sort of person they
are.

Welcome

We recently welcomed the Lee family to our school
and hope they settle in well.

Sports Clubs Next Term

Mondays 3-4pm — Basketball for years 1-3
Tuesdays 3-4pm — Basketball for years 4-6
Thursdays 3-4pm - Multisport for years 1-6 (Cricket,
dodgeball, football, running club and Danish longball
— alternate each week)

All bookings via the Schoolcomms app


https://www.place2be.org.uk/
http://www.pobble365.com/

World Book Day - Thursday 7th March

To continue our celebration of words, for World Book Day this year we invite the children to dress up as a
word! We will share some ideas and photos to help give inspiration, but easy words could include colourful,
sleepy or sparkly — for more ideas, search ‘vocabulary parade’ online.

Beyond Cop21

On Wednesday 31st January, 8 children from Orchard
class attended Beyond COP21 symposium at Wychwood
school. They spent the day learning about the current
impact of climate change, and most importantly how we
can become better consumers. They had lots of fun
throughout the day and especially enjoyed making their
own smoothies using a bike powered blender! It was an
insightful and empowering day that has led to some
exciting discussions about changes we can make to
become a more sustainable school. Keep your eyes peeled
for what it may be! “It was very inspiring and made me
want to do more to help our environment.” - Bella DR

Dates for next term
Thurs 8th Feb — No multi-sports due to tag
rugby tournament
Fri 9th Feb - End of term
10th-18th Feb - Half term
Mon 19th Feb - Back to school
Fri 23rd Feb — Maple Class swimming starts
Wed 6th March - First of two Mother’s Day
lunches
Thurs 7th March — World Book Day — dress as
a word!
Wed 13th March — Second Mother’s Day
lunch
Mon 18th and Thurs 21st March - Parents
Evenings
Wed 27th March — Easter Service 2:15pm
Thurs 29th March - End of term 1pm
30th March - 14th April — Easter holidays
Mon 15th April — Back to school
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