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The countdown to Christmas is always an exciting time of year in school! We

have lots of events to look forward to including the Christmas lunch, Acorn
nativity and the carol concert. We often talk to the children about how this
can be a challenging time of year for some people and remind them to be
grateful for what they have and to look out for others in need.
Have a relaxing Christmas break!

School Vision

In schools, a vision statement outlines to
pupils, staff and parents what the school
wants to achieve in the future, based on the
school's core values and ambitions. Our
current vision is, ‘Flourish as a family in the
fullness of life. Feed the mind; free the
imagination.’

As we have had this vision for quite a while,
the Governing Body are looking at whether
this still reflects our values and ambitions or
whether it needs to change. Any decisions
would involve all stakeholders including
parents/carers.

The ‘Break the Rules’ day for Children in
Need was incredibly popular! Thank
you for supporting this as with our
coffee morning donations added we
raised a huge £261.20.

The coffee morning raised £46.70 for
Diabetes UK.

The Poppy Appeal sales raised £143.27
for the British Legion.

Thank you, as always, for your support.

Charity Fundraising
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Equal access
We were thrilled to receive an

award for providing equal access
to girls’ football at our school
from the FA and their partner
Barclays. This supports this term’s
value of equality too.

Karate

Sensai David came in to
assembly to announce that
Bladon'’s karate after-school
group won a tournament against
two other schools! We were
presented with a trophy and all
the children who took part
received a medal.
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Upcoming Events

Tues 10th Dec - Acorn Nativity 6pm
Wed 11th Dec - Acorn Nativity 2pm

Thurs 12th Dec - Christmas Jumper Day (donate

a bottle) and Christmas lunch

Fri 13th Dec - No club after 5pm

Sat 14th Dec - FOBS Christmas Fayre

Tues 17th Dec - Carol concert at Church
Wed 18th Dec - Reports go home

Fri 20th Dec - School closes 1pm (No club)

Mon 6th Jan - Inset day
Tues 7th Jan - Back to school



Mr Stokes and Mrs Kemp have done a
fantastic job reorganising the school library
and filling it with wonderful books! We would
like to offer parents/carers the chance to pop
in after school and borrow books. There is a
book in which you can note the books you've
borrowed and when they’ve been returned.

Please do take advantage of this opportunity
but please make sure children are supervised
when in the library.

A Parking Plea!

The landlady at the White House Pub has kindly
said parents/carers can park in the main car park
during drop off and pick up. However, please do
not park in the couple of spaces at the front. She
has missed at least two deliveries recently due to
people parking there and the lorries not being able
to deliver. This will impact on her business and we
would hate her to retract her kind offer of using the
main car park, as parking is already tricky!

Staffing Updates Sports Clubs

As you know, Mrs Perry is sadly leaving
us at Christmas but we wish her all the
best and hope she comes back to
visit! Unfortunately, Miss Bridge (Acorn
Class) and Mrs Casanova (Office) are
also leaving at Christmas. They will be
missed and we hope they will visit too!

Sports clubs for after Christmas are now available
to book on School Gateway. These are:

Tues 3-4pm - Multi-sports - Yrs 2-6
Thurs 3-4pm - Dance & gymnastics - Yrs 4-6
Fri 3-4pm - Dance & gymnastics - Yrs R, 1,2 & 3

We finally have a new school business
manager, Mrs Walker, who will be
starting next week! There is a lot to
learn in this role, so please do bear
with her while she's learning the ropes.




Acorn Class
Acorns have really enjoyed our topic ‘Weather Watchers’ this term. The adverse
weather has provided lots of learning opportunities, including catching 6cm of rain in
our rain gauge and getting to experience snow first hand by building the Bladon
snowman! The children are becoming skilled in naming and describing the seasons.
We have also launched a new initiative to support early writing called ‘Drawing Club.
All the children have been really motivated by our focus story ‘The Leaf Thief’ and <
have enjoyed drawing characters and settings and even designing machines for
Squirrel to collect leaves! Each of our pictures must have a special code to bring it to
life, this always has an element linked to something we are working on such as letter
formation, common exception words or capital letters. Acorns have also been working
really hard in Nativity rehearsals to learn lines, lyrics and even some Makaton signs.

News from our classes \‘

Chestnut Class
Chestnut Class have been continuing their learning around polar explorers, with a
particular highlight being a visit from a real-life adventurer (Arthur's Uncle Jon), who
brought in all his Antarctic clothing to show the children! We are looking forward to
our polar explorers’ day which will be in the final week of this term and will immerse
the children in experiencing of a trip to Antarctica.

Maple Class
This term we have been focusing on Victorian Bladon by studying the school’s old log
books, registers, diaries and by comparing old photos of the school to how it looks
now through observations during field work. In science, we have been studying the
lifecycles of mammals, insects and amphibians. The children have been researching
lifecycles and have made life cycle wheels. In art, we finished our combined piece
where we used skills to create a water colour wash background, fireworks using
acrylic and a silhouette for an outline using black paper. In the next few weeks, we will
be studying William Morris and we will be creating our own repeated printed patterns.
Next term, we will be exploring Ancient Greece! We will be studying myths and legends
and writing our own!

Orchard Class
We have been learning about Anglo Saxons and Vikings and how raiders can become
settlers. We have also developed our understanding of light and electricity and the
children are now experts at solving problems in an electrical circuit. They have also
been learning the Habanera song from the opera Carmen by Bizet and creating their
own compositions using the rhythms from this. They've created some excellent Viking
art and can also describe how a Viking spent their day in French!




FOBS Update

We're thrilled to share some highlights of the fundraising events we've
done so far this term:

Quiz Night
We all had a fun-filled evening! A huge thank you to our quiz master,
/‘ Sue, for delivering such a fantastic quiz. It was great!

Wreath Making Workshop
' These two busy events got us into the festive spirit! We ran an evening
workshop and a family workshop which were both a big success - we
hope you're enjoying your new wreaths and decorations!

Over these two events you have helped FOBS to raise just under £1000
which is incredible! Thank you to everyone who came!

FOBS has recently been able to fund some new playground equipment
and activities, which hopefully the children will enjoy using.

Christmas Fayre
Don’t forget, our Christmas Fayre is just around the corner! Join us on
Saturday, 14th December, from 2-5 pm for a fun-filled afternoon of
festive cheer.

A couple of reminders ahead of the Fayre:

Christmas Jumper Day & Bottle Donations
Christmas Jumper Day is on 12th December and in exchange for
wedring your jumper please donate a bottle or two for the bottle
tombola! Donations can be made to the office from Wednesday

onwards.

Sweet Jar Tombola
Please donate a jar filled with wrapped sweets for our popular sweet

tombola!

Lastly, we'd love your help on the day! If you're able to lend a hand on
one of the stalls, please contact Emma or Roslin to be added to the
rota.

Thank you for your continued support, it makes such a difference!

FOBS




