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\  Spring Newsletter
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Upcoming
Events

Thurs 6th March - World Book

Day - Cosy clothes

~ Fri 21st March - Red Nose Day -

Break the rules - 50p a rule!

Wed 26th March - 2:45pm - Look

at children’s books in the hall

Thurs 27th March - Team GB

paralympic athlete visit
~ (sponsored event)

< Fri 28th March - 2:45pm - Look

at children’s books in the hall

/ Mon 31st March - Virtual
|

parents’ evening (All classes)

i Tues 1st April - Virtual parents’

evening (Orchard only)

Wed 2nd April - 2:15pm Easter

Service at Church

Wed 2nd April - Virtual parents’

evening (Not Orchard)

Fri 4th April - 1pm End of term

(No clubs)

Tues 22nd April - Back to school
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School Vision

The Governors met recently to discuss
the school’s current vision and the future
direction they would like the school to
take. There were some interesting
conversations around aspects of the
current vision which would be important
to keep, particularly around the idea of
our school as a family, but also ideas
around preparing children for being global
citizens in an everchanging world. Once
the Governors have come up with some
initial ideas for a new vision, they will
invite parents, staff and children to share
their thoughts as stakeholders.

Spirituality

During our Inset day in January, the teaching
staff discussed some recent training around
spirituality and developing a shared
understanding of what it means. It is
something many Church schools are
working on and we looked at a few ideas for
how this could be talked about in school so
that everyone understands it. We will be
working on a framework for this and will

- share it with you and the children later in the

year.
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Parents’ Evening
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== At the end of this term, you will have a

~ chance to find out from your
child/ren’s teachers how they're
getting on. The March parents
evenings are virtual, to enable more
parents to attend who perhaps would
otherwise have been restricted due to
work commitments or childcare. We
will soon be opening the bookings via
the School Cloud website and will
send out a link when you can book.
You are welcome to come to the hall
to look at your children’s work the
week before, on Wednesday 26th
March and Friday 28th March from
2:45pm.

Bladon

Foster Read Project

Another part of our Inset day training was
linked to reading. There has been some
interesting research by the University of
Sussex around the impact of the teacher
reading a whole class text at a faster pace.
The rationale is based on two factors: that
children need to read many texts to improve
their comprehension, and that reading
engagement also impacts on
comprehension. Children need to be excited
about what’s happening and what’s coming
next! The research project gives all children
the opportunity to listen to, enjoy and
understand more books - something
struggling readers don't always get the
opportunity to do. We have already seen an
increase in engagement in the classes and
thanks to FOBS for providing some of the
class sets of books. We have also been in
touch with schools in our partnership so we

M A can share sets of books rather than

Jewellery

We have noticed an increase in the
wearing of jewellery by pupils and, as
this can pose a health and safety risk,
we have adapted our uniform policy in

line with other schools in the
partnership. From now onwards, no
jewellery such as rings, bracelets and
necklaces will be allowed except for
small, plain, stud earrings (which
should not be worn or must be
covered with tape for PE or swimming)
and an appropriate watch.
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<\ purchasing them every time.
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B Acorn Class

It's been a busy term in Acorns Class with lots of learning alongside some

exciting experiences such as a day all about Lunar New Year and Children’s

Mental Health Week! The Acorns experienced their first topic of the year with a ‘
History focus and were fascinated to learn more about life in the past. Amelia

Earhart has been a firm favourite, with lots of them choosing to create collages, -
paintings and information books inspired by her amazing achievements and
mysterious disappearance. We even followed the Wright Brothers’ guidance to
build our own planes in the garden! The children were fascinated by the clip of
Neil Armstong’s first steps on the moon in 1969. They created timelines to
document the race to Space between America and Russia. They were
especially interested to learn about some of the animals that were involved in
the Space race. Our Drawing Club sessions were inspired by the brilliant book
Laika the Astronaut’ by Owen Davey where we had to draw characters, settings
and design a comfortable rocket for Laika the dog to travel into Space inside.
Acorns were extremely proud of the moving vehicles they designed and
constructed in Design and Technology this term. We had motor bikes, ice cream
vans and even a bin lorry! They enjoyed testing them to make sure they had
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< Moving wheels and axels and offered advice to each other on ways to improve
them.
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\ Chestnut Class

the Christmas holidays, with particular highlights being the acting out of the
Anglo Saxon invasion of Britain and becoming archaeological detectives to try
and identify an important figure based on the artefacts they were buried with.
We have an exciting upcoming trip to Hill End Activity Centre this term, which we
are all looking forward to! In addition to our Anglo Saxon learning we have also
been writing humorous stories based on 'The Incredible Book-Eating Boy' and
are now inventing our own underwater creatures with a view to creating
information texts to be displayed for visitors to an imaginary aquarium. We have
also made use of the recent sunny weather to do some more outdoor learning,
including challenging the children to make UK maps out of whatever objects they
could find around the classroom!
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D Chestnut have been learning all about the Anglo Saxons since returning after
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& Maple Class

This term, Maple Class have engaged in the fascinating topic of Ancient Greece.

To enhance our study, we borrowed an Oxfordshire Museum loan box containing

a variety of authentic ancient Greek artefacts, which allowed the children to ‘

explore the historical context in a hands-on manner.

We have been reading "The Girl of Ink and Stars' and 'Who Let the Gods Out'. The -

children have produced their own non-chronological reports about mythological

creatures of their design, and crafted compelling myth narratives, focusing

particularly on incorporating vivid character and setting descriptions.

In maths, the children have developed their understanding of short and long

multiplication, short division, and the principles of multiplying fractions as well as

finding fractions of various amounts.

Art lessons have been a highlight, pupils have designed intricate labyrinths and

masks representative of Greek comedy and tragedy. Additionally, students

collaborated with local artists to produce wire sculptures, which will be proudly

displayed in the Kingham Lodge gardens.

In our science sessions, we have studied the lifecycles of mammals, birds,

insects, amphibians, and reptiles. Finally, in PSHE, we have explored our hopes
<. and dreams, discussing actionable steps to achieve them, alongside learning
p

\ Class Updates VN
=\ -
y

strategies to look after our mental health and physical well-being.
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\ Orchard Class

days a week.

Our class read was The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell, which fit in perfectly
with the topic of biomes and especially the tundra biome in Russia. The children
loved this story and produced lots of descriptive writing based on the book. We
have now moved onto our second class read October, October by Katya Balen
- a timeless tale of wild nature and family secrets boasting a cast of
unforgettable characters.

Our topic for this half term is Titanic, a topic that has been very popular with
previous cohorts of children. In art, they will creating images through a port hole.
In science, before half-term they learnt about how living things are classified
and this term they will look at the circulatory system and how to stay healthy.

In computing, the class have loved writing their own adventure stories with
hyperlinks that give the reader the choice of what happens next.

Orchard Class have shown a very mature attitude during No Outsiders lessons
and engaged well with discussions about a range of subjects including wearing
religious clothing and disabilities.
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D\ Orchard Class welcomed Mrs Luckett at the start of term, who teaches three



