AUTUMN
NEWSLETTER &2

What a busy first term we've had! The children all settled very quickly after the
summer holidays and have been working hard. They impressed me at the
Harvest Festival with the work they shared and their confidence speaking in front
of an audience. That same confidence was evident in the children who delivered
speeches for leadership roles across the school and also in the year 6 children
who ran a successful coffee morning for MacMillan. We will be looking for more
ways to build confidence and levels of resilience over the next year, and we are
going to be offering a talk for parents by an educational psychologist on Monday
9™ February 6-7pm, where your children can come back to school (in PJs if they /
want) to have stories in their classes and save you having to organise childcare

for the event. \ - e

A Pupil Leadership

At Bladon CE School, we like to
offer lots of opportunities for
children to develop leadership
skills. Congratulations to the
following children for successfully
being selected for these roles:

House Captains

Alasdair, Ben, Henry and Sophie
Vice-Captains

Alfie W, Jimmy, Niya and Phoebe
School Council

Alice, Beniji, Clemmie, Harley,
Henry and Rilke

Worship team

Isla R, Noah, Isla-Rose, Emily,
Ottilie, Phoebe, Matilda C, Bosley,
Lyra, Izzy, Blu, Skylar, Eleya, Jimmy,
Hollie, Benji, Dom, Alex, Harvey
and Mason

Playground leaders

Lilly, Niya, Kitty, Laura, Oscar,
Alfie W, Jimmy, Lyra and Blu

We have been reviewing our site safety
arrangements, particularly with our After-
school club and from after-half term, we
will be closing both gates at 3:15pm each
day. This means children will only have a
few minutes on the school playground at
the end of the day.

Parents collecting from club will then need
to ring the buzzer and a staff member from
club will come to let them in. Please bear in
mind it may take them a minute to get to
the gatel




Staffing updates

Unfortunately, Mrs Luckett has decided to leave Bladon at half-term. We wish her all the best
for the future. Fortunately, Miss Mace has agreed to be full-time in Maple Class and we're
pleased she’s settled in well.

Miss Lovejoy will be joining the staff team. She will be supporting Breakfast and After-school
clubs with Miss Wetherall and Mrs Elliott, as well as providing TA support in Maple Class
predominantly. We're looking forward to having her on board!

OPAL - Loose Parts Play

We're now officially signed up for the
OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning)
scheme - thanks to FOBS for their Sports clubs for after half term are now
generous donation! OPAL is a available to book within School Gateway.
nationally recognized program that These are:

transforms playtimes by encouraging
creativity, cooperation, and active
outdoor play using a wide variety of
materials known as loose parts. These
can include items like crates, tyres,
wooden planks, pipes, fabric, old
kitchen utensils, and more—anything
that sparks imagination and can be
used safely by children to build,

Mon 3-4pm - Team practise (invitation only)
Tues 3-4pm - Multi-sports Yrs 1-6

Thurs 3-4pm - Dodgeball/benchball Yrs 3-6
Fri 3-4pm - Dance/gymnastics - Yrs R, 1,2 & 3

Breakfast and After-school Clubs for next
term are also now available to book.

If you pay for clubs with tax-free childcare

explore, and play. To help us get payments, please email the office on
started, we would be so grateful for office.3146@bladon.oxon.sch.uk, letting  us
any donations of suitable loose parts know when credit has been transferred to the
you may have at home. Please speak school bank account, and which club you
to Mrs Jenkins or Miss Wetherall. would like it allocated to. This will then allow

you to make a booking for the club.




News from our classes
Acorn Class

It has been a busy first term in Acorns Class! We have been so impressed with how our new
Reception children have settled in and with the excellent role models the Year Ones have
become. Busy Time has been filled with the children getting to know each other, learning to
negotiate and exploring the areas inside and outside the classroom.

They amazed us with their confidence at the Harvest Festival and the determination they
showed during our Scootathon. Thank you so much for your donations, we raised a brilliant
£182.50, which we will use to improve the Acorn Garden!

The Acorns have thoroughly enjoyed our Toys though Time topic and they are becoming
more confident in using the terms past and present. They have also learned about how the
materials toys are made from have changed over time and can identify some properties of
materials.

Disaster struck when one of our toys, Archie the Acorn, disappeared from our classroom! You
may have spotted some of the excellent missing posters they created to help find him, this
was the Reception children’s’ first piece of writing since beginning the Read, Write Inc phonics
scheme and the Year Ones worked hard to include lots of adjectives. We hope he will be
returned soon!

Chestnut Class

This term in Chestnut Class, our topic has been Marvellous Materials. We've been busy with
lots materials-related challenges, such as testing whether materials can change shape
through bending, twisting, stretching or squashing. We've also been building bridges using
lolly sticks, and testing them with heavy weights. The strongest bridges managed to hold all
the weights we could find - a total of 7.5 kg - without breaking!

We've also been learning about the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages which have a strong link to
our materials theme. Highlights have included creating a scaled timeline (lcm=1 year) to
show just how far back these periods are in time. We ended up using Google Maps to
continue our timeline as we ran out of space on the playground! The children also became
Bronze Age villagers and learned about how people exchanged goods with each other
depending on what they had and what they needed. We had some brilliant Year 6 helpers
acting as traders.

In R.E., we've been thinking about a very big question: What does God look like? What can we
learn about his characteristics from the parables? We came up with some truly fantastic
ideas, with some great evidence to support our answers! In Computing, we've been finding
out about what we can do to help ourselves to stay safe online and have identified adults
that we trust in our lives to help us if things go wrong online.




News from our classes
Maple Class

Maple Class has had a fantastic few weeks, filled with creativity, curiosity, and hard work
across the curriculum.

In English, we've been diving into the vibrant traditions of Day of the Dead, using our research
skills to produce impressive non-chronological reports. The children’s writing was not only
informative but beautifully presented. This topic has also inspired our DT project, where pupils
are now busy designing and creating their own felt sugar skulls.

Our creativity has continued through our work on the Take One Picture project. The class was
inspired by the painting A Regatta on the Grand Canal, using it as a starting point to imagine
and write their own storylines. They then designed and crafted flags that symbolised their
stories, using a wide variety of textures and materials.

In Science, we've been exploring the digestive system and learning about different types of
teeth and their functions. A highlight was our experiment investigating how various liquids
can affect our teeth — a hands-on and eye-opening experience for everyone.

In Geography, we've been learning all about the United States, with a particular focus on
farming. We've explored factors that influence agriculture both positively and negatively, and
researched individual states to see how they've changed over time.

Orchard Class

Orchard Class has had a wonderfully creative and busy few weeks! We've been working on
our Take One Picture project, titled “A Regatta on Bladon.” Inspired by their own homes, the
children used a variety of artistic techniques including lino printing, sewing, patchwork,
pastels, acrylics, and watercolours. They brought the scene to life by silk painting the canal
and crafting their own gondolas.

In Science, DT, and History, we combined our learning to create electrical circuit quiz games
based on our topic on the Maya civilisation. Using materials like tinfoil and metal pins, the
children constructed working circuits — if players answer correctly, they're rewarded with a
spinning motor, a lit bulb, or a buzzing buzzer!

In English, the children let their imaginations soar, starting with a mysterious key that “called”
to them and writing magical stories of where it might lead.

In Computing, they have used Google Slides to create interactive ‘Choose Your Own
Adventure’ tales.

No Outsiders Christmas Jumpers
Instead of parents having to buy new

We're excited to invite parents and carers to Christmas jumpers every year for Christmas

join us in school for a special No Outsiders Jumper Day, FOBS are planning a Christmas
lesson. This is a wonderful opportunity to see Jumper Stall at the Christmas Fayre!

the wc?rk your c?hlldren are doing to celebrate| |\ve'd love your donations of outgrown or
WLl e Usleln), Cluel el s, unwanted Christmas jumpers (all sizes
Sele) W, CD Cess Wil BIEERG (e welcome). These will be available to swap

mtg 'the clossr‘oom t(,) tolfe el e short or purchase for a small donation, helping
activity alongside their child. We hope you'll everyone find a festive jumper in time for

enjoy sharing in this important part of our| |4 big day — and reducing waste too!
school's ethos and seeing first-hand how we| | poqse bring in any donations by Wed 3

learn that everyone is welcome here! Keep an| | pec and come along to the Fayre to find
eye out for the dates. your new favourite Christmas jumper!




Child-led club ideas

We have a few groups of enthusiastic
children who have come up with ideas
for running their own breaktime clubs.
We've got a library club to help inspire
reading, a ‘kataran’ secret language
club and a cheerleading club. I'm sure
there will now be lots of others ideas
suggested so we may look at
alternating clubs each term.

Thank youl!

Thank you to everyone who donated
items for the Harvest festival. We
actually supported both the North
Oxfordshire food bank and the
Witney and West food bank! Both
were incredibly grateful for the
donations and some items were
used straight away.

S

On Tuesday 14th October, our older School
Council members — Henry, Rilke, Beniji, and

School Council

Alice — attended the UNICEF Rights
Respecting Schools Conference at the
beautiful Blenheim Palace, alongside other
schools from our partnership. This year’s
theme, “Children’s Rights Through Art”
focused on exploring and expressing
children’s rights through creative activities.
The day involved evaluating artwork and
experimenting with different artistic materials
and techniques to better understand and
communicate key rights every child is entitled
to. Inspired by what they've learned, the
pupils will now prepare and deliver an
assembly to share their experiences and help
raise awareness across the school about the
importance of children'’s rights.

Upcoming Events
24™ Oct - FOBS Halloween Disco 5:30-7pm

24" Oct - End of term

3@ Nov - Back to school

5% Nov - Individual/sibling photos (pre-school chn
from 8:30am)

21st Nov - Wreath making evening (Adults)
22" Nov - Family wreath making morning
3rd Dec - Whole school pantomime trip

6th Dec - FOBS Christmas Fayre

10" Dec - Acorn Nativity 2pm

1" Dec - Christmas Jumper Day

1™ Dec - Acorn Nativity 6pm

16™ Dec - KS2 Carol Concert 6pm

17" Dec - Christmas Iunch/reports go home
19" Dec - School finishes at Ipm - No club
5 Jan - Inset day

6" Jan - Back to school



